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onto show, however, that when external pres-
wures reduced locsl control, the main value of
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4 form of settlement in which residents
have had unprecedented scope to creale
their own indigenous forms of building
and even entire sections of the city.




Elntil 1918 Ankara was a small marke
town of abouwt 20,000 people. When il wid
declared the nationsl capital, however its groeth
accelerated gquickly. The capital complex was
planned to the south of the medieval walled
city, But soon intérnal growth not only linked
both these parts but engulfed them, Oifcally
planned areas now represent only a smoll pro-
poriion of the total built-up area.

i Most of the houses in central Anatolis are
large courtyard planned dwellings subdivided
for wie by different part of the househald and
its animals. This example is for a poorer faouly,
¥l Views of a village in central Anatolia,
wihich & :}'pm-.jl of those fram which many of
Ankurs sinugranis originate.

i i Early pesekondus in Ankara buill on steep
land near the bazaar of the old city which of-
fered employment to the first generation ol
mMigEranis.

more substantial insulation and stone or
mud-brick buildings predominated. @48
To accommodate the traditional
extended kinship families and their live-
stock houses tended to be large and ar-
ranged around a central courtyard in
which domestic activities took place. This
permitted rooms Lo opéen onto the court-
yerd rather than towards the sireel and
gave security and privacy as well as flexi-
billty in an environment where women
were restricted in  their freedom of
movement and livestock were al the
mercy of raiders. The need for secunty

Fhotos: Cleve Henderson

also led to houses being built close toge-
ther. often on hillsides above the land
under cultivation, The simple technology
involved in mud-bnck construction end-
bled each family to design and build its
own house, though labour was often re-
cruited from relatives and friends. 1T was
a settlement pattern well adapted to the
insular soctety of rural Anatolia.

This insularity was shattered after World
War II. The Marshall Aid programme
established a national road network hnk-
ing hundreds of villages to the country’s
prban centres, whilst other govermmeni

gction increasingly integrated rural areas
into the urbam based economy. Many
villagers were attracted by the better and
more secure future cibies seemed to offer
and during the late 1940% rural-urban
migration began in earnest,
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I Plans of the same local street. The organisa-
tion of public and privaté open spaces and the
way in which strangers could easily be discou-
raged from leaving (he main road into the maze
af narrow paths,

f# FMan of Bahgelerisid {(or **Gardén on the
Hill"'), a gecekondu settlement built during the
1950% and cardy 1960%. The older part to the
lefi conising the majority of courivard houses
and fo the right this gives way graduaslly 1o the
newer outward looking houses which evolved
im later years.

@& Sections through a local road in Bahgele-
rustt. illusirate the urban village character of
the development.

@ A courtyard house in the city. The family
which built this ook no changes. To discourage
police or other officials from demolishing his
howse, I was bullt with private opeén space
behind the building snd no windows were
placed next to the street. As a further safegard,
the foilet wes placed scross the entrance leaving
ofily a narrow drowing and the dog kennel was
pad ko :I;n anyone entering would h;,,:
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Initially, migrants sought accommoda-
tion in the existing housing areas, bur as
Ankara had only been designated the
national capital in 1923 and was still
fairly small, this source quickly proved
inadequate. They therefore repeated the
rural practice of claiming unused public.
Iand and erecting their own houses upon
it.

Such a practice was not, however, ac-
cepted in the city and police took vigo-
rous action to remove new houses as they
appeared. A loophole in the law then
came to their rescue. It was found that no
inhabited dwelling could be demolished
wﬁhﬂtnmmn:mhrhﬁmﬁnmﬂﬂm
this gave rise to the emergence of the
1M¢Hi“puhmmw2i term which
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Some settlers are known to have rebuilt
their houses seven times before police
allowed them to-stay. @

These early gecekondu settlements fol-
lowed similar patterns to the wvillages
which migrants had left behind them.
Houses were tightly packed and followed
the traditional courtyard plan. Communal
open space was restricted to the narrow
‘streets and paths which wound up the
slopes and the feeling predominated of an
umM'WMﬂiuwumuhmmucmM
easily be spotted. This sense of group
mmmw'mmuumantmuutpu-
kondu life, It was impossible to finance
‘or actually build a house quickly without
considerable local support and so mig-
rants tended to settle in areas of the city
where they knew someone from their
: AL+

During the 1960's this rural vernacular
gave way to a new form of indigenous
housing and settlement planning which
was to transform the entire city in a
‘decade. Several factors led to this change,
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gave women more freedom. Together
with increased security of tenure, this
reduced the need for private courtyards
and also enabled houses to look out-
wards; 3) a gradual reduction in family
sizes, which permitted the construction
of smaller houses and; 4) the emigration
and subsequent return of workers to
western  Europe, (particularly West
Germany), which exposed them to new
life-styles and forms of building which
many sought to emulate on their return.
These factors had two main effects:
they increased the degree of control over
local planning which settlers already
possessed and they replaced the court-
yard house with an outward-looking
single storey form which, in addition to
its flexibility, economy and ease of con-
struction, proclaimed the new urban
status of its occupants.
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A good example of a settlement in
which the new indigenous form of plan-
ning and building was applied can be seen
in Sehit Mevlut Merig, an area 5 kms
south of the city centre. Until the 1950,
its gently sloping terrain was popular with
wealthy merchants seeking a summer
retreat from the city, though some of it
was under cultivation and the remainder
unused public land.

The first seitlers appeared in 1954 and
purchased plots of land from their legal
owners, though the construction of
houses without @ licence officially ren-
dered them gecekondus, Being outside
@ Eity, however, they were tolerated
b ag;;nmhﬂWImhmm By the

the urea was one of the most
Pplaces for new gecekondu hous-
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W Ay pical part of Sehit Mevui Merlic show-
ing the internal lavout and large gardens.

@ The houwse that Ahmet bulli. & shows
the stones used for the foundations and clearly
shows the room layvout of the final plan within
its eight metre internal square. In &, the con-
nection for water supply have been inserted in
the four floor dab snd 8 the concrete block
walls are being constructed by the mason and
twio assisfants. Finally, in & & local bovs are
recroited to lay tiles on the newdy completed
roal, The whole operation took four weelks
with a further two for finishing the services
and plastering.

ing.

From the outset, the important deci-
sions in local planning were made by local
residents, 3o that the new indigenous
solutions could be developed in full. @
Plots were laid out informally in groups
with paths and small roads meandering
between them to provide a safe and plea-
sant environment with a strong sense of
‘place’. The new house forms looked out
into well planted gardens which gave the
impression of a much lower density than
in fact existed. All main activities such as
schools, mosques, shops and coffee-
houses, were located on the main local
road which ran through the centre of the
settlement, & #

In addition to planning the lavout and
being free to determine the design, cost
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residents

and phasing of each house,
participated actively in the provision of
public utilities. Most seitlers were happy

to follow rural practice and help dig
trenches for water and sewerage mains
and to improve local roads. This con-
siderably reduced the time and cost of
physical uwpgrading and ensured that
demolition and plot re-adjustments were
kept to a minimum. Finally, local leaders
even arranged creches for working
women, vocational training courses for
girls and literacy classes which were open
to all,

Located well above the pollution level
which affected the city centre and plan-
ned to meet local needs, the settlement
was a pleasant place to live and gave new
migrants a chance to continue the family-
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based social life which they had always
known. Although there were some varia-
tions, most houses followed the new
indigenous form of a nine-metre external
square, giving eight-metre sides internally.
Within this square, most people arranged
the rooms themselves so that they ob-
tained a large salon for receiving guests,
while other rooms were simply called
‘oda’ meaning ‘room' and were multi-
functional (see 8 below),

Relatives and friends could generally
be relied upon to contributed labour to
help with house construction, though a
skilled mason or carpenter was often
hired on a daily basis for the most diffi-
cult tasks, Components, such as doors
and windows, were nol a problem as local
buillding a yards produced a range of
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standard materials and components and
could also offer them on credit terms.

In a typical case, a young family in-
herited enough capital to build a standard
house using their own labour. Although
they had had no previous experience,
they got advice from several friends who
had done it themselves and felt confident
to plan the house and arrange construc-
tion. Both family and friends had full
iime jobs 50 work was restricted to week-
ends and occasional evenings, so the ap-
proval and help of neighbours was re-
quired to guard materials during the day.
On the first weekend, all effort was put
into digging the foundation trenches and
laying a hardcore of local stone for the
floorslab. The next week, concrete was
poured and the slab prepared with con-
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A plan of the completed house.

nections for services. A skilled mason and
two labourers were then hired to con-
struct the blockwork walls on the third
weekend and finally the roof was erected
and an army of small boys helped to
place the tiles, Wiring, plastering and
other works were finished soon after and
within a few weeks the family looked as
though they had been in residence for
several years. &8

If Sehit Meviut Meng exemplifies the
achievements of Ankara's new indigenous
form of housing and planning, more re-
cent events indicate that its contribution
to urban development may be waning.
Individual houses continue to be built
along the same lines and in many new
settlements, the autonomy of residents
in local planning has actually increased,
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but increasing competition for urban land
has changed the basis upon which sites
are allocated and the old process of re-
serving a plot for friends or relatives has
given way to one in which land, even
without title, can be sold for considerable
profit. In existing areas like Sehit Mevlut
Merig, this has led to higher income
groups colonising the more attractive and
accessible sites and replacing the gece-
kondus with luxury apartment blocks.
Although some settlers have done well
l'.lIt af this trend, it has reduced social
shesion in the locality and pushed later
further out ul’ the city. Simi-
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oA As new sefilers are forced further out
of the city and into the mouninins.

& & As the city has continued o grow, for
land hos. ineressed and higher income groups
have moved oul into the gecekondu areas to
buy up plots and construct spariment blocks.
@ Lavoul of a typical seitlement built during
the 1970's. The allogation of land on & com-
mercial basis has led to a cighd layoul typical
of speculative housing esinges,
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housing estate. &8

Housing now occupiés an incréasing
proportion of the family budget, especial-
ly when added to the greater cost of
transport to get to work. At the same
time, the control over housing develop-
ment which residents had dunng the
1960"s has passed out of their hands into
that of the land agents or other specula-
tars, whilst the breakdown of the social
network system has produced higher
interest for credit on building materials.
What started as a unique response to a
problem of rapid urban growth now
appears, therefore, to have been a short-
lived achievement. In providing houses
for nearly 70% of Ankara’s two million
population, however, it remains a very
considerable one,
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Payne

GreniTrey
He is a housing and planning consultant who

has worked in several developing couniries. 1:‘

has taught at the AA School of Architectur®
London and is the Auther of “Urban

in the Third World"”, He is currentily
mipnual on low-odat housing.
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